October 4, 2026
19th Week After Pentecost
World Communion Day

Gathering
Prelude If My People Will Pray By Jimmy Owens
Somebody Prayed for Me Based on John 17:9
Welcome
A Time of Centering

*A Call to Worship:
One Voice: We live in a world that entices us with influence, power, and
accolades.
All Voices: We choose to press on toward the prize of the heavenly call.
One Voice: Sometimes we find ourselves wishing for heaven without working to
bring heaven to earth.
All Voices: We choose to press on toward the prize of the heavenly call to
live righteously here and now.
One Voice: Other times, we find ourselves exhausted by working for the gospel,
wondering if anything we do is making a difference.
All Voices: We remind one another to press on toward the prize of the
heavenly call, leaning on Christ as the source of our perseverance and
hope.
One Voice: Beloved, God calls us not to escape this world but to build the
kingdom of God in this place and in this time.
All Voices: We choose to press on toward the prize of the heavenly call to
embody God’s mercy and justice as we build God’s kingdom on earth as it
is in heaven.

(Lisa Hancock, www.umcdiscipleship.org)

*Gathering Hymn  The Church's One Foundation #546 UMH
Proclamation

First Scripture Reading: Matthew 21:33-46 Page 1200
One Voice: The Word of God, for the People of God.
All Voices: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Moment

Reflecting Hymn  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace #2171 FWS

Introduction to the Scripture Reading

Reflection Scripture Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14; 4:1-9 Page 1431

One Voice: The Word of God, for the People of God.
All Voices: Thanks be to God.

Reflection
Response

Responding Hymn One Bread, One Body #620 UMH
Invitation to the Table

One Voice: Christ invites to this table and to all the tables...

A Prayer of Confession:
One Voice: Loving God, present and near.
All Voices: You are beyond our words and our understanding.
One Voice: Help us to remember that You are at once infinite, boundless,
timeless, and eternal, but, at the same time, intimately entwined with our lives.
All Voices: You are with us no matter where we find ourselves.
One Voice: When we have forgotten You,
All Voices: Lord, have mercy.
One Voice: When we have failed to speak words of love,
All Voices: Lord, have mercy.
One Voice: When we have neglected the need of another,
All Voices: Lord, have mercy.
One Voice: Loving God, present and near, help us to recognize Your presence
and nearness with us as we worship together. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Voices: Amen.
(Based on a Prayer by Thomas Sutcliffe, www.churchofscotland.org.uk)

Sharing God’s Peace
May the Peace of God be with you; May it rest on me;
May it be with all of Creation.

Offering of Our Gifts and Ourselves
Offertory  In Remembrance of Me
Based on Matt. 6:10 & 1 Cor. 11:23-25
*Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow #94 UMH

Preparing the Table

A Great Thanksgiving for World Communion Day

One Voice: The Lord be with you.

All Voices: And also with you.

One Voice: Lift up your hearts.

All Voices: We lift them up to the Lord.

One Voice: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All Voices: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

One Voice: It is right, and a good and joyful thing,...
...throughout the earth and in heaven join their unending hymn:

All Voices: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

One Voice: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ...
...as we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
All Voices: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

One Voice: So, pour out your Holy Spirit on us...
...all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.
All Voices: Amen.

One Voice: And now, with confidence as children of God...
A Lord’s Prayer Version (Ecumenical Text)

All Voices: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.

Receiving the Bread and Cup

A Prayer after Receiving

All Voices: Loving God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which
you give yourself to us. May we go into the world in the strength of your
Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Sending Forth
*Sending Hymn  I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me #2153 FWS
*Benediction
Postlude Benediction by A. Schreiner

*You are invited to stand as you are comfortable doing so.

Suggested Lectionary Scriptures for Next Week:
Exodus 32:1-14; Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23;
Acts 8:14-25; Matthew 22:1-14

All hymns used by permission from:
© 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House
~or~ © 2000 Abingdon Press
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This Week at Aldersgate UMC

Sunday, October 4
9:30 am AUMC Worship | Sanctuary
10:30 am AUMC Learning Opportunities

Monday, October 5
9:00 am SCIC Begins | Rooms 121-126
10:45 am SCIC Recess | Gym
12:00 pm SCIC Lunch | Fellowship Hall
5:00 pm SCIC Afterschool Program | Gym
6:00 pm Adult Men’s Soccer | Gym
6:30 pm Scouts | Upper Room & 132

Tuesday, October 6
9:00 am SCIC Begins | Classrooms 121-126
10:45 am SCIC Recess | Gym
12:00 pm SCIC Lunch | Fellowship Hall
5:00 pm SCIC Afterschool Program | Gym

Wednesday, October 7
11:00 am UWF Bankers Life Luncheon | Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm Praise Ringers | Sanctuary
7:00 pm Polka Band Rehearsal | Music Room

Thursday, October 8
9:00 am SCIC Begins | Rooms 121-126
10:45 am SCIC Recess | Gym
12:00 pm SCIC Lunch | Fellowship Hall
5:00 pm SCIC Afterschool Program | Gym
6:00 pm Adult Men’s Soccer | Gym

Friday, October 9
Church Office Closed

Saturday, October 10
Abbreviations:
AUMC = Aldersgate United Methodist Church
RCC = Resurrection Community Church of the Nazarene
SCIC = Shalom Community Impact Center

A special thank you to all those assisting in Worship today:
Liturgist: Doris Jones
Greeters: Gary & Kathy Johnson
Song Leader, AV Equipment Volunteers
Children’s Moment: Mary Burkett

We love to have children in worship! They make noise. They squirm in their seats.
They giggle and laugh out loud. They bring life to our church. Children are always
welcome in worship! There is a Kids Table at the back of the sanctuary with the Children’s
Bulletins, Activity Sheets and crayons. Currently our Nursery is not staffed, but if your
children - or you- need a break from the worship service, you are welcome to use the
Nursery which is down the hall in Room #223.

Hearing Assistance Available. Our sanctuary is equipped with a hearing assistance
system. Please ask at the sound booth for a receiver and help with using it.

Sunday Morning Learning Opportunities
Kid Venture (Children 2nd grade and younger): Room 224
Bible Adventures (Children 3rd grade and above): Room 226
Adults and Youth: Room 221

Ways to Give
- Mail: 3600 75th Street, Urbandale 1A 50322
- Online or mobile: www.aldersgatedsm.org/give
- Automated: reoccurring bank bill pay
- Drop off: in the outside mail box next to the office door
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Do you know what this is?
Answer in next weeks newsletter

At Aldersgate we believe that every person is a beloved child of God.
We welcome each person into full participation in the life of this
community and offer a safe and loving environment for everyone.




